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Gaspar Martinez was 
named head coach of the 
Texas Wesleyan men’s soccer 
team after being the assistant 
coach for the men’s and wom-
en’s soccer teams.

 An assistant coach at Wes-
leyan for five years, Martinez 
served four of those years 
with Josh Gibbs as the head 
coach of both the men’s and 
women’s teams. Now, Marti-
nez will coach the men’s team, 
and Gibbs will continue to 
coach the women’s team. 

“Martinez is starting new 
in a job he definitely deserves 
and has earned,” Gibbs said.  

“We have been building up 
two competitive programs for 
years now,” he said. “We know 
that with two separate head 
coaches, we can provide a bet-
ter environment for all the 
players and give them the fo-
cused coaching they deserve.”

The soccer program was the 
only program left at Wesleyan 
with one head coach running 
both the men’s and women’s 
team simultaneously. 

“It was a good decision to 
separate the coaching staff,” 
Martinez said.  “Gibbs can 
concentrate on the women’s 
team, and I can concentrate 
on the men’s team. This way, 
no team will be at a loss be-
cause of concerns with the 
other team.”

Martinez said his main fo-
cus is the men as students and 
players.

 “Our system of play will 
change, and the expectations 
of each player will increase in 
a competitive atmosphere,” he 
said.

Like the years past, Marti-
nez wants the team to make 
it to the conference tourna-

ment. 
“Once we are in the tourna-

ment, we will focus on win-
ning it,” he said. “We won’t 
think too far in advance, but 
still work hard to reach our 
goal.”

The players are adjusting to 
the change and looking for-
ward to the new season. 

“The change is positive 
as it will bring the possibil-
ity for more concentration on 
each aspect of the game and 
on individual and team tech-
niques,” said junior forward 
Marcus Harris.  “I am excited 
to get started and glad to have 
another great head coach 
leading the program.”  

Martinez is working to fill 
the teams with new players 
and 17 returners from last 
season. 

“It’s different being the 
head coach, but I also have a 
lot of experience from assist-
ing with Gibbs,” he said. “Now 
I have more office work and 
behind the scenes things to 
address.”

Martinez’s tasks have in-
creased as he is now responsi-
ble for recruiting and compil-
ing the roster for next season. 

“I plan to bring in about 
15 men, all who will make an 
immediate impact on the pro-
gram,” Martinez said. “I want 
academically strong players 
and walk-ons that are willing 
to work hard as a team with 
our returners.”

With offseason training 
already started, Martinez is 
working hard on recruiting.

“We will announce some 
players on signing day in mid-
February,” he said.  Martinez 
also plans to hold open try-
outs in late March, after high 
school soccer season, to at-
tract freshmen to Wesleyan. 

The men’s soccer program 

will also be adding a reserve 
team.

“The varsity and reserve 
teams will have a floating 
roster, which means we can 
change the roster per game,” 
Martinez said. “If a player is 
not performing at the varsity 
level, we can now take a player 
from the reserve team to com-
pete in conference matches.” 

Martinez describes the re-
serve team as a luxury the 
program didn’t have before.

“The functioning of the 
teams will model professional 
teams and increase the com-
petition for the men to do 
well as players and students,” 
he said.

The teams will practice at 
the same time, but separately 
on most occasions. The re-
serve team will play junior 
colleges such as Hill College 
and Mountain View College. 

As for the coaching staff, 
the men’s and women’s assis-
tant coach will still be Jody 

Ellsworth. Phillip Blocklinger 
will continue to be the men’s 
student assistant coach and 
Brianna McKernon will be 
the women’s student assistant 
coach.

“Of course we are hoping to 
see rewards from the change 
and positive benefits for the 
players,” Martinez said. “Be-
fore, when one team lost, we 
had to quickly adjust to coach 
the next team. It was hard 
to get prepared mentally for 
both games back-to-back and 
now that won’t be a concern,” 
he said.

Senior defender Heather 
Pagano sees the benefits for 
the women’s team.

“It’s great to have Coach 
Gibbs only as our head coach. 
Now he is able to focus his at-
tention solely on us,” she said.   

 “We are doing what is best 
for the program and the play-
ers,” Gibbs said. “The change 
was needed for the success of 
the program overall.”

	 Game	 Time/Place

Thursday
Women’s Basketball
vs. Texas College
Men’s Basketball vs. 
Texas College

5:30 p.m.
Sid W. Rich.
7:30 p.m.
Sid W. Rich.

Friday Baseball vs.
Oklahoma City Univ.

1 p.m.
LaGrave Field

Saturday

Baseball vs. Lubbock 
Christian University
Women’s Basketball 
vs. Paul Quinn Coll.
Men’s Basketball vs.
Paul Quinn Coll.

12 p.m.
LaGrave Field
5:30 p.m.
Sid W. Rich.
7:30 p.m.
Sid W. Rich.

Monday
Women’s Basketball 
vs. Bacone College
Men’s Basketball vs.
Bacone College

5:30 p.m.
Muskogee
7:30 p.m.
Muskogee
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The Texas Wesleyan base-
ball team is aiming for the 
NAIA World Series this sea-
son.

“Our goal this season is 
to make it all the way in the 
NAIA World Series and be 
successful all throughout,” 
Head Coach Mike Jeffcoat 
said. 

The Rams’ goal is arguably 
attainable with 18 experi-
enced seniors and 13 new-
comers this season.  Joining 
the squad are four transfers 
and nine freshmen, seven of 
whom are walk-ons. 

“We lost three seniors last 
year: our left fielder, short 
stop and a pitcher,” Jeffcoat 
said. “But this season we feel 
improved with more depth in 
hitters and the pitching staff.”

Senior Caleb McCool is 
looking forward to this season 
with high expectations. 

“We have acquired a group 
of hitters to go along with the 
ones we had last year, so now 
our lineup should be fairly 
strong from top to bottom,” 
he said. “If we can manage to 
score some runs, I’m sure our 
pitching staff can take care of 
the rest.”

As for coaching, Blake 
Walker, former Wesleyan out-
fielder, has stepped up to be 
the Rams’ assistant coach. 

“With our new additions, 
we are expecting big things 
from this group of men,” Jef-
fcoat said.

The Rams will start the sea-
son playing top competitors, 
but they are looking forward 
to the challenge.

“We are going to have a 
tough but good start to the 
season,” Jeffcoat said. “We will 
play Lubbock Christian and 
Oklahoma City.”  

Lubbock Christian is the 
defending national champion 
of the NAIA World Series and 
recently took the No. 1 rank-
ing in the 2010 NAIA Coach-
es’ Top 25 poll. 

Oklahoma City won third 
place in the NAIA World Se-
ries and claimed No. 3 in the 
2010 NAIA Coaches’ Top 25 
poll. Both teams are in the 
Sooner Conference and will 
create strong match-ups for 
the Rams.  

The Rams finished with an 
overall record of 42-22 last 
season and made national 
playoffs the past two years.

 As for the NAIA World Se-
ries, the Rams were one win 
shy of making it into the fi-
nals to win a trip to the NAIA 
World Series the past two sea-
sons. 

The Rams opened the sea-
son against Southwestern 
University Feb. 2. The team 
will face Oklahoma City at 
1 p.m. Feb. 5 and Lubbock 
Christian at noon Feb. 6. Both 
games are at home.

The Rams’ first Red River 
Conference game is at 2 p.m. 
March 12 against the Univer-
sity of the Southwest at La-
Grave Field. 
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New chapter for soccer: Martinez 
becomes new head coach for men

Wesleyan 
week-in-sports

•	The Lady Rams Basketball 
team (12-6, 8-2 RRAC) 
picked up a pair of wins 
against Huston-Tillotson 
University (Jan. 28) and 
Our Lady of the Lake Uni-
versity (Jan. 30).

•	The Rams Basketball team 
(16-5, 9-1 RRAC) beat 
Huston-Tillotson Unversity 
Jan. 28 in their 32 consecu-
tive home win. They lost 
to Our Lady of the Lake 
University Jan. 30.

Baseball aims for 
NAIA World Series

Melissa Bates | Rambler Staff
Gaspar Martinez

The Weekly Sports Quote

“You can observe a lot just by watching.”

Yogi Berra
Former MLB Player and Manager 


